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DAY 1, November 29th 2023, WEDNESDAY 

Breast Cancer Masterclass 

Moderators: Ljiljana Stamatovic, Snezana Susnjar 

10:00-11:00 Breast Cancer Masterclass – part 1 

Moderators: Simona Borstnar, Snezana Susnjar 

10:00-10:30 Adjuvant therapy in premenopausal HR-positive/HER2-

negative breast cancer patients: low vs. high risk for 

disease relapse 

Olivia Pagani 

(online) 

10:30-11:00 Q&A, discussion and clinical cases 

11:00-12:00 Breast Cancer Masterclass – part 2 

Moderators: Ivana Bozovic Spasojevic, Kevin Punie 

11:00-11:30 Metastatic triple negative breast cancer: challenges in 

treatment sequencing 

Giuseppe 

Curigliano (online) 

11:30-12:00 Q&A, discussion and clinical cases 

12:00-13:00 LUNCH 

13:00-14:00 Breast Cancer Masterclass – part 3 

Moderators: Ljiljana Stamatovic, Natalija Dedic Plavetic 

13:00-13:30 HER2-positive breast cancer: escalation and de-

escalation of neo/adjuvant systemic therapy 

Joseph Gligorov 

13:30-14:00 Q&A, discussion and clinical cases 

14:00-15:00 Breast Cancer Masterclass – part 4 

Moderators: Lazar Popovic, Jeliazko Arabadjiev 

14:00-14:30 Which genomic tests should we use for therapy decision 

making in early and metastatic breast cancer? 

Kevin Punie 

14:30-15:00 Q&A, discussion and clinical cases 

15:00-15:10 Masterclass Conclusions 

15:10-15:30 Masterclass Coffee break 

15:30-16:30 Scientific session 1 

Brain metastases 

Moderators: Rosanda Ilic, Aleksandar Stepanovic 

 Introduction 

15:30-15:40 Pathogenesis of brain metastases Aleksandar Kostic 

15:40-15:50 Surgery of brain metastases Ivan Bogdanovic 

15:50-16:00 Role of gamma-knife and X-knife in the treatment of 

brain metastases  
Miodrag Jasovic 



16:00-16:10 Whole brain radiotherapy – recommendations and 

controversies  

Aleksandar 

Stepanovic 

16:10-16:20 Brain metastases of unknown primary Rosanda Ilic 

16:20-16:30 Q&A, discussion 

16:30-17:30 Scientific session 2 

Psycho-oncology 

Moderator: Marija Andrijic 

16:30-16:40 Integrating Psycho-oncology in cancer treatment Marija 

Andrijic 

16:40-16:50 Resilience in cancer patients  Mina Mitic 

Lazarevic 

16:50-17:00 The importance of psychological support for cancer 

survivors 

Aleksandar 

Rangelov 

17:00-17:10 The importance of education for cancer patients and 

families 

Svetlana Berat 

17:10-17:20 Social support for cancer patients and families Milijana 

Matorcevic 

17:20-17:30 Q&A, discussion, conclusions 

17:30-19:00 Forum for Cancer Patients  

Moderators: Ana Jovicevic, Svetlana Berat 

17:30-17:40 HPV vaccination Ana Jovicevic 

17:40-17:50 Colorectal cancer – surgical treatment and colostomy Milan Kocic 

17:50-18:00 Colorectal cancer – radiotherapy and combined ChT-RT Suzana Stojanovic 

Rundic 

18:00-18:20 Q&A, discussion & conclusions 

18:20-18:30 Questionnaire on prophylactic contralateral mastectomy 

in breast cancer patients in Serbia 

Mirjana Brankovic 

Magic, Europa 

Donna 

18:30-18:55 Panel discussion: Prophylactic contralateral mastectomy in breast cancer 

patients: who, when and why? 

Panelists: Ivan Markovic, Olivera Kosovac, Marija Andrijic 

18:55-19:00 Conclusions 

 

DAY 2, November 30th 2023, THURSDAY 

LUNG CANCER MASTERCLASS 

Moderators: Benjamin Besse, Federico Cappuzzo, Davorin Radosavljevic 
08:00-09:00 Lung Cancer Masterclass – part 1 

Molecular diagnostics and treatment in advanced NSCLC 

Moderators: Benjamin Besse, Niels Reinmuth, Bojan Zaric 

08:00-08:10 How to use NGS in countries with limited resources? Bojan Zaric 

08:10-08:20 The role of liquid biopsies in longitudinal follow-up and 

disease progression 

Niels Reinmuth 

08:20-08:30 How to treat synchronous malignancies with targeted 

agents? 

Benjamin Besse 



08:30-08:45 Optimal sequence in EGFR/ALK oncogene-addicted 

advanced NSCLC 

Antonio Passaro 

08:45-09:00 Q&A, discussion 

09:00-09:15 Coffee break 

09:15-10:45 Lung Cancer Masterclass – part 2 

Immune Checkpoint inhibitors (CPI) in NSCLC 

Moderators: Federico Cappuzzo, Antonio Passaro, Jelena Spasic 

09:15-09:30 PD-L1 and CPI treatment: how to measure and whom to 

offer mono and combo treatment 

Benjamin Besse 

09:30-09:45 Duration of CPI first line treatment in stage IV NSCLC Federico Cappuzzo 

09:45-09:55 CPI re-challenge in metastatic NSCLC Davorin 

Radosavljevic 

09:55-10:05 Late-onset immune-related toxicity of CPI in the 

treatment of NSCLC 

Katja Mohorcic 

10:05-10:15 Considerations for immunotherapy in special populations 

(relative and definitive contra-indications for CPI) 

Jelena Spasic 

10:15-10:45 Q&A, discussion 

10:45-11:00 Coffee break 

11:00-12:45 Lung Cancer Masterclass – part 3 

Early and locally advanced NSCLC 

Moderators: Mir Alireza Hoda, Marko Jakopovic, Benjamin Besse 

11:00-11:15 Neoadjuvant studies in operable III stage NSCLC – a 

step forward or a remastered old tale? 

Antonio Passaro 

11:15-11:25 Surgical treatment and perioperative strategies – a 

surgeon’s view 

Mir Alireza Hoda 

11:25-11:40 Stage II-IIIA NSCLC – do we have a standard for 

adjuvant treatment? 

Niels Reinmuth 

11:40-11:50 The role of ctDNA in early NSCLC – how far are we 

from clinical practice? 

Marko Jakopovic 

11:50-12:00 The value of „early“ end-points (pCR, MPR) in 

neoadjuvant trials 

Bojan Zaric 

12:00-12:15 Multimodal strategies and immunotherapy trials in 

unresectable III stage NSCLC 

Jelena Spasic 

12:15-12:45 Q&A, discussion 

12:45-13:30 LUNCH for Masterclass attendees 

13:30-14:45 Lung Cancer Masterclass – part 4 

Small cell lung cancer - recent data and state-of-the-art 

Moderators: Katja Mohorcic, Milica Kontic Jovanovic, Servet Bolukbas 

13:30-13:40 The role of surgery in SCLC – is it time for shift of 

paradigm? 

Servet Bolukbas 

13:40-13:55 What is the optimal first-line for extensive stage SCLC? Federico Cappuzzo 

13:55-14:05 Biomarkers and SCLC subtypes – do they provide any 

help in clinical practice? 

Milica Kontic 

Jovanovic 

14:05-14:15 Radiation therapy in extensive stage SCLC – thoracic 

and brain radiotherapy 

Natasa Jovanovic 

Korda 



14:15-14:30 Systemic treatment for recurrent SCLC Katja Mohorcic 

14:30-14:45 Q&A, discussion 

14:45-16:00 Break 

16:00-17:30 Scientific symposium 1 

ESSO Young Surgeons Alumni Club (EYSAC): activities and impact  

Moderators: Nada Santrac, Carmela Caballero, Milan Kocic 

16:00-16:10 ESSO & EYSAC: Vision, mission and worldwide 

impact 

Nada Santrac, 

EYSAC SC, 

NatRep 

coordinator 

16:10-16:20 Why surgeons need to be leaders in cancer research? Carmela 

Caballero, EYSAC 

Chair 

16:20-16:30 Pathway into surgical oncology for young surgeons Johnn Henry 

Herrera Kok, 

EYSAC RA 

16:30-16:40 Q&A 

16:40-16:50 Surgical training and certification via ESSO Nikolaos Vassos, 

EYSAC SC 

16:50-17:00 International fellowships in oncology - how to make the 

best of it 

Eduard-Alexandru 

Bonci, EYSAC SC 

17:00-17:10 Long-term benefits of education and fellowships in 

surgical oncology 

Mihai-Stefan 

Muresan, EYSAC 

ex-NatRep 

17:10-17:30 Q&A, Conclusions 

17:30-17:40 Coffee break 

17:40-18:40 Scientific symposium 2 

Diagnostic challenges in 21st century: texture analysis, radiomics and use 

of artificial intelligence 

Moderators: Marcus Hacker, Mirjan Nadrljanski, Miljana Tanic 

17:40-17:50 Application of artificial intelligence in oncology - basic 

principles 

Miljana Tanic 

17:50-18:00 Application of supervised machine learning methods in 

personalized treatment of thyroid carcinoma 

Marina Popovic 

Krneta 

18:00-18:10 Tumor texture analysis: early tumor response assessment 

in neoadjuvant setting 

Mirjan Nadrljanski 

18:10-18:20 Application of radiomics in predicting the response of 

locally advanced rectal cancer 

Mladen 

Marinkovic 

18:20-18:30 Application of artificial intelligence in positron-emission 

tomography (PET-CT) 

Marcus Hacker 

18:30-18:40 Q&A, discussion 

 


